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For step-by-step help in completing this document, please see the accompanying annotated learning plan.
Modality: Reading and Writing

Topic: Nowruz Celebration: Sizdah Be-dar and Mayla-e-Gul-e-Surkh
	Trip to Iran; Participating in Nowruz Festival:
	Week 3
Day 13
	Grade Range of Learners:
	7-8


	Total Number of Minutes:
	90 (10 minutes break)
	Targeted Performance Level:
	Advanced Low 


	LEARNING GOALS

What Can-Do statement(s) from the curriculum template does this lesson address?

	· I can read and understand the main ideas of a short article related to topics such as: a memorable experience, special food (Haft Seen); picnic places (Park Eram, Emam Squre , and Tehran Zoo); famous historical places (Bagh-e-Beheshtr, See o Se Pol, Chahar Bagh, , Chehel Setoon, pole Khajoo, and Menar Jonboon) to visit during Nowruz; famous people (Shaikh Bahaee, shah safavee, and shah Abbas, Jalaludding Rumi Balkhi); and how people usually spend their time during Nowruz (Sizdah Be-dar). (Interpretive Reading).

· I can communicate via an email or phone call to explain cultural difference in celebration of Nowruz in Iran and Afghanistan. (Interpersonal Communication for Reading and Writing).

· I can write a short article or a letter about  Nowruz celebrations (Sizdah Be-dar); visiting historical places (Chahar Bagh school, Takhte Jamshed, Hasht Behesht, Se o se pol, Menar Jonban , and Hammame feen  e kashan); preparing Nowruz special dishes (Haft Seen, Sabzee polo, Samanoo, Beryounee); and identifying important historical figures and their characteristics (King Shah Abbas, Amir Kabir, Ferdosee, Hafiz, and Mawlana Jalaludding Rumi Balkhi). (Presentational Writing).



	OPENING ACTIVITY

How will you capture the learners’ energy and commitment for this lesson?

	The teacher will show some images related to the reading to spark the curiosity of learners about the topic.




	STAGE 1

What will learners be able to do with                                            what they know by the end of this episode?
	STAGE 2

How will learners demonstrate what they can do                        with what they know by the end of this episode?


	EPISODE 1

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language
What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can understand questions and provide answers bout the different celebration of Nowruz in Iran and Afghanistan (Interpretive Reading).


	Vocabulary: seezdeh be dar, picnic, special, food, nature, curse, end, auspicious, flowers, red, Mazar-e-Sharif, ritual, among 

سیزده بدر، پیک نیک، مخصوص، خوراکی ها، طبیعت، نحسی، فرخنده، در میان

میله، گل ، سرخ، مزار شریف، پیک نیک، آیین، 

Grammatical structure: Action verbs, present, past, and future tenses, interrogative words, sequence expressions, compound words, description, narration.
بیرون رفتن، در کردن، 
Language Chunks: Seezdeh Bedar is on the thirteenth day of Farvardin, Nowruz celebration…  in the hope that the curse of 13 bedar..., people go to nature, they  picnic …, special treats of Seezdeh bedar… Chaghaleh badoom...

Rituals of Meeleh red flower, during the first forty days of the new year…, for picking flowers...,

سیزده بدر روز سیزدهمین روز فروردین ماه است، جشن های نوروزی...، روز طبیعت نام دارد...، برای در کردن نحسی...،  مردم به دامان طبیعت می روند، ... پیک نیک می کنند، ... خوراکی های مخصوص سیزده بدر مثل چا قاله...

آیین میله گل سرخ...، در مزار شریف....، در چهل روز اول سال...، برای چیدن گل سرخ/ شقایق...، 
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about the traditions, customs, and behaviors associated with seezdeh be dar such as tying the grass while wishing for a better future and dropping the sprouted wheat in the river or nature in order to keep the nature greener.

آداب و رسوم مربوط به سیزده بدر مثل سبزه گره زدن، انداختن سبزه در طبیعت، رفتن به طبیعت و پیک نیک کردن و دور ریختن نحسی عدد سیزده... 

Content: Nawruz Celebration

	Learners will provide answers to the teacher’s questions by completing a reading comprehension test about the article.




	EPISODE 2

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can write what I have read in an article about the different celebrations of Nowruz in Afghanistan and Iran (Interpretive Reading).

	Vocabulary: National Celebration, tradition, the most ancient, features, beginning, the end

Variety, Mazar-e-Sharif, Holy, plains, religious celebrations

جش ملی، سنت ها، چهارشنبه سوری، کهن ترین، خصوصیات، آغاز، پاایان،متنوع ، جهنده علی، مقدس، دشت، جشن مذهبی،  
Grammatical structure: Action verbs, present, past, and future tenses, interrogative words, sequence expressions, compound words, description, narration. 

Language Chunks: The first day of spring…, Nowruz is the beginning of the New Year in Iran and Afghanistan, people in these two countries are celebrating for 13 days,  the end of Nowruz… celebrating with seezdeh Bedar, in both countries .... go to the nature... but

  نخستین روز فصل بهار...، نوروز در ایران و افغانستان آغاز سال نو است...، مردم در این کشورها 13 روز جشن بر پا می کنند، پایان نوروز را  .... با.سیزده بدر جشن می گیرند،در هردو کشور .... به طبیعت می روند...اما...
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about the traditions, customs, and behaviors associated with seezdeh be dar such as tying the grass while wishing for a better future and dropping the sprouted wheat in the river or nature in order to keep the nature greener.

آداب و رسوم مربوط به سیزده بدر مثل سبزه گره زدن، انداختن سبزه در طبیعت، رفتن به طبیعت و پیک نیک کردن و دور ریختن نحسی عدد سیزده... 

Content: Nawruz Celebration

	After reading the article, learners will write three things they found out about the topic, two things they found interesting, and one question they still have about the topic.


	EPISODE 3

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can write a summary about what I’ve read in an article about the different celebrations of Nowruz in Iran and Afghanistan (Interpersonal Communication for Reading and Writing).

	Vocabulary: On the occasion of, spring equinox, spring flowers, record, Long, different, first, next, at the end of

روایات، به مناسبت، حلول سال، گل بهاری، سابقه، طولانی،متفاوت، اول، بعد، در آخر 

Grammatical structure: Action verbs, present, past, and future tenses, interrogative words, sequence expressions, compound words, description, narration.
بر پا کردن، اشاره کردن
Language Chunks: The text pointed out …, Nowruz spring equinox ... in both Iran and Afghanistan, the celebration lasts for 13 days, and cultural differences between the two nations…, in both countries.... go to the nature...  

  متن درباره نوروز در ایران و افغانستان... حلول سال نو...، مردم در این کشورها 13 روز جشن بر پا می کنند، ...تفاوت های فرهنگی میان دو ملت ... ،در هردو کشور .... به طبیعت می روند...اما ...روز اخر نوروز ...،متفاوت جشن می گیرند، 

Cultural knowledge: Students learn about the traditions, customs, and behaviors associated with seezdeh be dar such as tying the grass while wishing for a better future and dropping the sprouted wheat in the river or nature in order to keep the nature greener.

آداب و رسوم مربوط به سیزده بدر مثل سبزه گره زدن، انداختن سبزه در طبیعت، رفتن به طبیعت و پیک نیک کردن و دور ریختن نحسی عدد سیزده... 

Content: Nawruz Celebration

	Learners will write a summary of their findings and share it with classmates through a Facebook posting.


	EPISODE 4

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can present on a topic related to Sizdah Be-dar and Mayla-e-Gul-e-Surkh in Nowruz (Presentational Writing).


	Vocabulary: seezdeh be dar, picnic, special, food, nature, curse, end, auspicious, flowers, red, Mazar-e-Sharif, ritual, among 

سیزده بدر، پیک نیک، مخصوص، خوراکی ها، طبیعت، نحسی، فرخنده، در میان

میله، گل ، سرخ، مزار شریف، پیک نیک، آیین، 

Grammatical structure: Action verbs, present, past, and future tenses, interrogative words, sequence expressions, compound words, description, narration.
بیرون رفتن، در کردن، 
Language Chunks: Seezdeh Bedar is on the thirteenth day of Farvardin, Nowruz celebration…  in the hope that the curse of 13 bedar..., people go to nature, they  picnic …, special treats of Seezdeh bedar… Chaghaleh badoom...

Rituals of Meeleh red flower, during the first forty days of the new year…, for picking flowers...,

سیزده بدر روز سیزدهمین روز فروردین ماه است، جشن های نوروزی...، روز طبیعت نام دارد...، برای در کردن نحسی...،  مردم به دامان طبیعت می روند، ... پیک نیک می کنند، ... خوراکی های مخصوص سیزده بدر مثل چا قاله...

آیین میله گل سرخ...، در مزار شریف....، در چهل روز اول سال...، برای چیدن گل سرخ/ شقایق...، 
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about the traditions, customs, and behaviors associated with seezdeh be dar such as tying the grass while wishing for a better future and dropping the sprouted wheat in the river or nature in order to keep the nature greener.

آداب و رسوم مربوط به سیزده بدر مثل سبزه گره زدن، انداختن سبزه در طبیعت، رفتن به طبیعت و پیک نیک کردن و دور ریختن نحسی عدد سیزده... 

Content: Nawruz Celebration

	Learners will write a summary of their findings through different activities and post it on the program’s created Facebook page.  Other students will read the posting and write comments.


Add additional learning episodes as needed by copying a learning episode box.
	MATERIALS NEEDED

What supplies and materials will you need to successfully implement this learning plan?

	· Computer, pencil, and paper

· Authentic images, video clips, and texts

· Markers and crayons
· Authentic objects/ingredients
· Flashcards
· Flip charts


	REFLECTION/NOTES TO SELF

Did all learners meet the learning goals of the lesson? What will you do to adapt for those who are not learning? What might you do in subsequent lessons? 

	As soon as the lesson is completed, the teacher will ask the following questions to evaluate the instruction and identify the areas for improvement:

· Did the activities work?

· What are the areas that need to be improved?

· Did the time work well?

· Did students have an enjoyable learning experience?

· Did the lesson engage all students?  
The teacher will adjust his or her lesson, activities, and practices accordingly.


While only Stage 1 and Stage 2 are required for STARTALK purposes, programs are encouraged to use Stage 3 as a planning tool in ways that best meet the needs of their instructors.
	STAGE 3

What will prepare learners to demonstrate what they can do with what they know? 
Do the learning activities allow learners to move from input to shared/guided practice                                                 and then to independent application of new learning? Do all activities make the best use of instructional time to maximize student learning and take an appropriate amount of time considering the age of the learner?    Do the learning activities provide variety to enable a lively pace for the lesson?


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 1

What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 1? 

	The teacher will check student’s background information about the topic. He or she will then introduce some key words/concepts through images. Later, learners will complete a reading comprehension test about the article and show how much they have learned.


	TIME: 
20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 2
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Leaners will read an article about the topic.  They will then write three things they found out about the topic, two things they found interesting, and one questions they still have about the topic.
	TIME: 
20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 3
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Learners will work in small groups and share their three findings with each other through a Facebook posting. They will also post comments and answer each other questions about the topic.
	TIME: 

20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 4
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Learners will work independently and write a summary of their overall findings from the reading and group activities and post it to the program Facebook page. Other students will read postings and comment.
	TIME: 

20 min


	References: TBA

	

	
	


Add additional learning activities for each episode as needed.
PAGE  
6
Revised 2016


