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For step-by-step help in completing this document, please see the accompanying annotated learning plan.
Modality: Listening and Speaking

Topic: Famous People: Ferdosee
	Trip to Iran; Participating in Nowruz Festival:
	Week 4
Day 16
	Grade Range of Learners:
	7-8


	Total Number of Minutes:
	90 (10 minutes break)
	Targeted Performance Level:
	Advanced Low 


	LEARNING GOALS

What Can-Do statement(s) from the curriculum template does this lesson address?

	· I can understand the main ideas of short presentations related to Nowruz celebrations and traditions such as: a memorable experience, special food (Haft Seen); picnic places (Park Eram, Emam Squre , and Tehran Zoo); famous historical places (Bagh-e-Beheshtr, See o Se Pol, Chahar Bagh, , Chehel Setoon, pole Khajoo, and Menar Jonboon) to visit during Nowruz; famous people (Shaikh Bahaee, shah safee, and shah Abbas, Jalaludding Rumi Balkhi); and how people usually spend their time during Nowruz (Sizdah Be-dar)(Interpretive Listening).
· I can ask and give information about different traditional practices and products related to Nowruz celebrations such as: a typical Nowruz day;  picnic places (chahar Bagh School, Si-o-Se Pol, , and Hasht Behesht); food (Sabzi Polo ba Mahee,Reshte Polo,  Beryounee , Ghayme, Samanoo, kookoo sabzi) historical places (Chehel setoun, Musume of Isfahan, Menar Jonban, Fire temple of Isfahan, Ali Gholi Hammam, shah Mosque, and Jameh Mosque of Isfahan); and  famous people ( king Shah Abas, Amir Kabir, Ferdosee , and Hafiz) (Interpersonal Communication).
· I can make a presentation describing Nowruz celebrations (Sizdah Be-dar); visiting historical places (Chahar Bagh school, Takhte Jamshed, Hasht Behesht, Se o se pol, Menar Jonban , and Hammame feen  e kashan); preparing Nowruz special dishes (Haft Seen, Sabzee polo, Samanoo, Beryounee); and identifying important historical figures and their characteristics (King Shah Abbas, Amir Kabir, Ferdosee, Hafiz, and Mawlana Jalaludding Rumi Balkhi) (Presentational speaking


	OPENING ACTIVITY

How will you capture the learners’ energy and commitment for this lesson?

	The teacher will play a couple of clips from YouTube for a minute or so to spark the curiosity of learners about the topic.


	STAGE 1

What will learners be able to do with                                            what they know by the end of this episode?
	STAGE 2

How will learners demonstrate what they can do                        with what they know by the end of this episode?


	EPISODE 1

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language
What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can understand questions about Ferdosee’s appearance and his personality (Interpretive Listening).

 
	Vocabulary: Ferdosee, a Nobel Persian, Shahnameh, wise, curious, with enthusiasm, happy, literate
فردوسی، ایرانی اصیل، شاهنامه ، خردمند، کنجکاو، با شوق، شاد، ،ادیب
Grammatical structure: Expressing opinion, present, past, and future tenses, adverb of time and place, compound verbs, prepositions, interrogative words, passive voice, narration, description, 
شعر سرودن

Language Chunks:  Iranian poet Ferdowsi's the great…, His personal characteristics ... passion for poetry, writing the Shahnameh lasted about thirty-five years, a wise, curious, life-loving ..., happy ... globally famous ... he ... Slim, tall, long eyebrow, dignified …
فردوسی شاعر بزرگ ایرانی است. از ویژگی های اخلاقی او ... با شوق شعر می سرود، نوشتن شاهنامه سی و پنج سال طول کشید،...شاعرخردمند، کنجکاو، ... دوستدار زندگی...، شهرت جهانی ...،  او ... لاغر، قد بلند، ابروهای کشیده، موقر...
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about an epic legend in the form of poem. They also become familiar with shahnameh khanee/reading or singing the poems of Ferdosee with the special Vocals in a traditional tea/coffee house.
دانش اموزان افسانه های حماسی را به صورت شعر یاد می گیرند.  انها همچنین درباره شاهنامه خوانی یا خواندن اشعار فردوسی با آواز مخصوص در قهوه خانه ها ی سنتی آشنا می شوند.

Content: Famous people

	Learners will provide answers to the teacher’s questions through meaningful conversations about Ferdosee (frequent knowledge check). Learners will also demonstrate their learning through performance-based activity. Learners will write down the most important point they have learned during this episode.


	EPISODE 2

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can write a summary about what I’ve heard in an interview with a Persian expert on a Persian TV  show Ferdosee’s personality
(Interpretive Listening).


	Vocabulary: A Glance on,  Persian literature, famous, epic,  sage, liberal, observant
 گذری بر ، ادبیات فارسی ،پرآوازه، حماسی، شاعر معاصر،حکیم، آزاد اندیش، تیز بین 
Grammatical structure: Expressing opinion, present, past, and future tenses, adverb of time and place, compound verbs, prepositions, interrogative words, passive voice, narration, description
زنده نگه داشتن
Language Chunks:  A Glance on history... Ferdowsi, known as the Wise spoke ... ... epic poems, the contemporary Iranian poet Sohrab Sepeheree ..., famous poet Ferdosee, open minded, observant and punctilious ..., he kept alive Persian literature
گذری بر تاریخ...، فردوسی، معروف به حکیم سخن...، شعرهای حماسی، ...فردوسی شاعری پرآوازه، آزاداندیش، تیز بین و نکته سنج...، او ادبیات فارسی را زنده نگه داشت. شعر های حماسی...،
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about an epic legend in the form of poem. They also become familiar with shahnameh khanee/reading or singing the poems of Ferdosee with the special Vocals in a traditional tea/coffee house.
دانش اموزان افسانه های حماسی را به صورت شعر یاد می گیرند.  انها همچنین درباره شاهنامه خوانی یا خواندن اشعار فردوسی با آواز مخصوص در قهوه خانه ها ی سنتی آشنا می شوند.

Content: Famous people

	Learners will listen to an authentic interview in a TV show about the topic and write the interview’s summary in their own words.


	EPISODE 3

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can tell a summary about what I’ve heard in an interview with a Persian expert on a Persian TV show Ferdosee’s personality (Interpersonal Communication).

	Vocabulary: Point of view, contemporary poet, of modern poetry, style
نقطه نظر ،شاعر معاصر،شعر نو، سبک، 
Grammatical structure: Expressing opinion, present, past, and future tenses, adverb of time and place, compound verbs, prepositions, interrogative words, passive voice, narration, description, sequencing words (first…) 
افتخار کردن

Language Chunks: Literary interpreter...said ..., Sohrab Sepehri, the  Contemporary Iranian poet…, both were honored to being Iraninan poets, …respect their national culture ..., different lyrical style ..., Sohrab ... nature lover/ or poet, … soft poems ... but the epic legend of...,
نقطه نظر مفسرادبی...گفت...،  سهراب سپهری شاعر معاصر ایران...، هردو به ایرانی بودن خود افتخار می کردند، ... احترام به فرهنگ ملی...، سبک شعری متفاوت...، سهراب... شاعر طبیعت و لطیف...،ولی...  افسانه های حماسی/جنگی...،
Cultural knowledge: Students learn about an epic legend in the form of poem. They also become familiar with shahnameh khanee/reading or singing the poems of Ferdosee with the special Vocals in a traditional tea/coffee house.
دانش اموزان افسانه های حماسی را به صورت شعر یاد می گیرند.  انها همچنین درباره شاهنامه خوانی یا خواندن اشعار فردوسی با آواز مخصوص در قهوه خانه ها ی سنتی آشنا می شوند.

Content: Famous people

	Learners will summarize the contents of an interview that they have heard and share it with each other. They can also create a Venn diagram to show the similarities and differences of Ferdosee with a current poet in Iran. (In terms of clothing, background appearance, etc.).


	EPISODE 4

	Learning Targets

What specific can-do addresses this episode?
	Culture, Content & Language

What do learners need to know to meet the can-do?
	Checking for Learning

How will you know that learners have met the learning target for this episode?

	I can present on a topic related to Ferdosee (Presentational Speaking).

 
	Vocabulary: Ferdosee, a Nobel Persian, Shahnameh, wise, curious, with enthusiasm, happy, literate
فردوسی، ایرانی اصیل، شاهنامه ، خردمند، کنجکاو، با شوق، شاد ،ادیب
Grammatical structure: Expressing opinion, present, past, and future tenses, adverb of time and place, compound verbs, prepositions, interrogative words, passive voice, narration, description, 

شعر سرودن

Language Chunks:  Iranian poet Ferdowsi's the great…, His personal characteristics ... passion for poetry, writing the Shahnameh lasted about thirty-five years, a wise, curious, life-loving ..., happy ... globally famous ... he ... Slim, tall, long eyebrow, dignified …

فردوسی شاعر بزرگ ایرانی است. از ویژگی های اخلاقی او ... با شوق شعر می سرود، نوشتن شاهنامه سی و پنج سال طول کشید،...شاعرخردمند، کنجکاو، ... دوستدار زندگی...، شهرت جهانی ...،  او ... لاغر، قد بلند، ابروهای کشیده، موقر...

Cultural knowledge: Students learn about an epic legend in the form of poem. They also become familiar with shahnameh khanee/reading or singing the poems of Ferdosee with the special Vocals in a traditional tea/coffee house.
دانش اموزان افسانه های حماسی را به صورت شعر یاد می گیرند.  انها همچنین درباره شاهنامه خوانی یا خواندن اشعار فردوسی با آواز مخصوص در قهوه خانه ها ی سنتی آشنا می شوند.

Content: Famous people

	Learners, in small groups, will select a topic related to Ferdosee and prepare a poster presentation. They will present their posters and also answer classmates’ questions.


Add additional learning episodes as needed by copying a learning episode box.
	MATERIALS NEEDED

What supplies and materials will you need to successfully implement this learning plan?

	· Computer, pencil, and paper

· Authentic images, video clips, and texts

· Markers and crayons
· Authentic objects/ingredients
· Flashcards
· Flip charts


	REFLECTION/NOTES TO SELF

Did all learners meet the learning goals of the lesson? What will you do to adapt for those who are not learning? What might you do in subsequent lessons? 

	As soon as the lesson is completed, the teacher will ask the following questions to evaluate the instruction and identify the areas for improvement:

· Did the activities work?

· What are the areas that need to be improved?

· Did the time work well?

· Did students have an enjoyable learning experience?

· Did the lesson engage all students?  
The teacher will adjust his or her lesson, activities, and practices accordingly.


While only Stage 1 and Stage 2 are required for STARTALK purposes, programs are encouraged to use Stage 3 as a planning tool in ways that best meet the needs of their instructors.
	STAGE 3

What will prepare learners to demonstrate what they can do with what they know? 
Do the learning activities allow learners to move from input to shared/guided practice                                                 and then to independent application of new learning? Do all activities make the best use of instructional time to maximize student learning and take an appropriate amount of time considering the age of the learner?    Do the learning activities provide variety to enable a lively pace for the lesson?


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 1

What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 1? 

	The teacher will introduce the new vocabulary and grammatical points through modeling and acting, using real objects and authentic pictures. The teacher will further practice words and phrases with the learners in the form of a meaningful activity. For instance, the teacher will explain who was Ferdosee, how the history portrays him, why he is considered a famous and scholar in Iran, etc. Later, learners will use a Venn diagram to show the differences and similarities in of a scholar’s life then and today.
	TIME: 
20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 2
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Learners will listen to an authentic interviews in a TV show. The guest will talk about the history of Iran especially during Ferdosee time and will highlight some major historical events of that time. Students will take notes and then write a summary of the interview in their own words. A list of important words and phrases will be provided to them as a reference. 
	TIME: 
20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 3
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Learners will work in small groups and share their summaries with each other. They will tell each other what they have heard in the interview, and ask and answer related questions.
	TIME: 

20 min


	LEARNING ACTIVITIES FOR EPISODE 4
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the learning targets from Episode 3?
	

	Learners will work in small groups and prepare poster presentations on topics related to Ferdosee such as major historical figure, scholars’ life’s at that time, etc., using authentic pictures and objects. In groups of two, they will present their posters to the class and answer questions.

	TIME: 

20 min


	References: TBA

	

	
	


Add additional learning activities for each episode as needed.
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