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SESSION OUTCOMES 

• I can develop daily performance-based formative assessments 
appropriate for students of different proficiency levels.

• I can create formative and summative assessment tasks that 
are aligned to achieve program goals.

• I can incorporate technology tools to develop performance-
based assessments.



● STARTALK Principle 
○ Conducting Performance-based Assessment

● Share formative and summative tasks and tools that 
○ are meaningful
○ differentiate learning
○ address different modes of communication
○ integrate technology

WHY THIS SESSION?



● Background
○ 2-week residential program
○ 30 students from NL to IL proficiency levels 
○ 3 classes

● Curriculum
○ Goals
○ Theme 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW



Assessments tools and tasks

● Formative assessment
○ Daily can-do statements
○ Travel planner 
○ Daily blogs 

● Summative assessment
○ Video project
○ Poster
○ PowerPoint presentation



Conducting daily can-do statements
• Give clear instructions to TA 
• Provide feedback

Formative Assessment - Can-do statements

Developing daily Can-do statements

• Align with program goals
• Be level-appropriate
• Differentiate learning  



Sample Daily Can-do Statements

Level 1 

● I can describe the 

flavor of a dish in 

simple sentences

using words such as 

adverb 很(very) with 

adjectives such as 甜
(sweet)，辣(spicy), 香
(tasty)，好吃(tasty for 

eating), 好喝(tasty for 

drinking).

Level 2A

● I can describe the 

flavor of a dish in 

sentences with 

connectives including 

又…又…(both…and)，
不但…而且…(not 

only…but also…), 虽
然…但是… 

(although…but…), 

and adj. reduplication.

Level 2B

● I can describe the 

flavor of a dish 

through comparison 

with comparative 

patterns including A 

比 B adj. 一点儿/多了/

得多 (A is a little bit / 

much more adj. than 

B), and A 跟 B 一样
adj. (A is as adj. as 

B).





● Help students review daily 
learning content

● Enhance students’ presentational 
writing

● Provide opportunity to practice 
character writing

Formative Assessment - Travel planner 



Steps for composing travel planner

● Give instruction
● Provide examples 
● Give feedbacks

Formative Assessment - Travel planner 



Sample Daily Travel Planner Entry 

My whole family member all like to eat Chinese 
food. For example, Chengdu’s Hotpot is both spicy 
and tasty; Beijing’s roast duck is not only tasty but 
also crispy; Although Shanghai’s sweet-sour fish is a 
little sour and a little sweet ; Xi’an’s dumpling is also 
very famous. My mom and dad like to eat spicy 
food, so we are going to eat hot pot in Chengdu. 

Food and Culture I (Level 2A)

Task: You are going introduce a few
featured dishes in the cities of China. 
Please list the most famous dishes of 
Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu and Xi’an, 
and describe each of them. You may 
refer to the example provided below. 
You may also add information about 
your family members’ preferred taste.

Example:    
我和我的家人都很喜欢吃中餐。

比如说, 成都的火锅又辣又香；
北京的烤鸭不但香而且脆；上海
的糖醋鱼酸酸的,甜甜的。西安的
饺子也很有名。我的爸爸妈妈喜
欢吃辣的，所以我们要去成都吃
火锅！



Formative Assessment- Kidblog

● Allow students to upload learning evidence in audio, video, 

and text formats

● Provide opportunity to practice 

typing skills.



Summative Assessment- Video project 

● Project Instruction
○ Group work
○ Across levels
○ Assigned topics

● Fun Time
○ Watch the video 
○ Vote for the best video



Summative Assessment - Posters

● Project Instruction:
○ Choose a preferred city
○ Research the city
○ Include at least 5 pieces of information of the city (pictures 

and texts) 
○ Include cultural artifacts

● Displayed at closing ceremony
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Summative Assessment- PPT presentation

● Project Instruction
○ Group work 
○ Across levels
○ One PPT per group with two slides from each member
○ Include information on the assigned topicswith image, 

characters, and English translation (for parents) 

• Performed at closing ceremony









Lesson Learned

● PLAN AHEAD

○ Provide students with instructions and guidelines as 
detailed and early as possible

○ Keep TAs informed of all project requirements and due 
dates

○ Require TAs to assist classes 
○ Conduct technology training for both  TAs and students 



Lesson Learned —— Technology

• Allow students to demonstrate various modes of 
communication

○ Audio, video, texts
• Easy to use by teachers and students
• Free/low cost



Lesson Learned —— Task Design

● Is the task aligned with program can-dos and lesson can-dos?
● Is the task targeted to the appropriate proficiency level?
● Is the task based on a real-world scenario?
● Is the task fun and engaging?
● Is the task requirement written in clear language?

*Adapted from the Teacher Effectiveness for Language Learning (TELL) Project

http://www.tellproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/05/AdvanceLearning_PerformanceAssessments_Over
view_2.pdf



CHALLENGES

• Time management 
• Workload distribution in group work



INTERACTIVE TIME: Shadow Puppet Edu
Improving Proficiency through Storytelling
• Easily create videos to tell stories, explain ideas or document their learning
• Easily record voice over narration 
• Fun and engaging way to practice presentational speaking



INTERACTIVE TIME

Sample topic: 

My favorite Chinese dishes

Your task: 
Think about a topic that your 

students will learn and 

practice in your program 

and create a video story 
using Shadow Puppet. 



Questions

Contact information:
xia.zhang@asu.edu
xiaomeng.zhang@asu.edu
yangchandler@gmail.com
min.xue@asu.edu

Program information:
https://silc.asu.edu/content/startalk-program

?


