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WHAT IS eTOWER?

¢ Online, interactive learning module to teach Chinese
language and culture

¢ Differentiation of activities to support multiple learner
levels

¢ Integrated performance assessments

¢ An open educational resource (OER) free for all to use



Curriculum @

¢ Pre-Assessments

¢ Authentic cultural
materials from the public
domain

¢ Integrated performance
assessments

¢ Post-Assessments

MODULE GONSTRUCTION

ol

Design A&

¢ Interactive learning
modules

¢ Lessons designed around
the Song dynasty painting
Qingmingshanghetu

¢ Media embedded onto a
responsive, mobile-
friendly website

Resources ﬁ

¢ Connections to external
proficiency exams

¢ Links to places to earn
credit for prior learning

@ Resources for educators
looking to use the learning
modules in their classroom



GOALS of eTOWER

¢ Bridge students to next proficiency level

& Offer students further studies where none are available

¢ Offer resources for teachers to incorporate into their
Chinese lessons

¢ Create an OER that both students and teachers can
use freely




Let’s get started!







Our sample module was very well
received by students and teachers.
We have actively promoted its usage
and seeking feedback from teachers
and students. We have presented our
NOVA STARTALK eTower at the
following regional, national and
International conferences:




Virginia) annual conference, National Chinese
Language Conference, the 2"d CLTA
International Symposium on Chinese
Language Teaching and Learning, the 9t
International Conference and Workshops on
Technology and Chinese Language Teaching.
Our entire team will present a one-hour
eTower workshop at upcoming 2ND ONLINE
CHINESE TEACHING WORKSHORP at the
‘Michigan State University.




Because of the online environment, we break
up our content in smaller chunks so we can
sufficiently scaffold each learning steps. In
this way, learners who are using our modules
on their own will get timely feedback and find
success early and often every step of the way.
*\We also plan to put learning strategies
training as an integral part of our instructional
content to ensure student success.




Along with promoting all three modes of
communication ability in our learners, we also
emphasize Chinese character literacy and
cultural competence. Therefore, we have not
only communicative goals but also itemized
literacy focus and cultural competency learning
objectives for each part of our instructional
modules.



"7 Qingmingshanghetu

Along the River During the Qing Ming Festival

Painting became the focus of the lesson

Made the connection between culture and
ancient Chinese wisdom
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AUDIO REGORDING: Audior

e_) Aud ior Features Blog Pricing & Purchase

Record Voice Online

J3 Audior is a web application that records your website visitors' voice online, on your website, using their microphones. The
recorded audio is stored as mp3 on your web server or offered for download to the user.
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http://audior.ec/
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WEBSITE: HTMLS Up
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OTHER RESOURGES

FreePik @\C{ YouTube

Stock photos, vector illustrations Videos shared in this forum

and image templates that we used intended for people to connect,
for the various slides and inform, and inspire others across
interactions in the learning the globe. Largest global
modules distribution platform.

http://www.freepik.com/ https://www.youtube.com/




OTHER RESOURGES
WeVideo g

An online web editor that can be A collection of curated, peer-

used to trim video clips and add reviewed open educational

music and effects; Excellent for resources, with a specific collection
digital storytelling projects for World Languages

https://www.wevideo.com/ https://www.merlot.org/




Free Tools for Making Your Own
Learning Modules

-

Additional Resources
for Greating OER




ALTERNATIVES TO STORYLINE: Office Mix
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14 e 25 o Go Premium
Search Code: VIDEO BULBS ACTIVE STUDENTS Supercharge your lessons

FILL OUT PROFILE ADD STUDENTS UPGRADE ACCOUNT

Recent Video Bulbs

Ancient China: Land of Ideas : dating : PSY 231 : how to make chowmein :

ASSIGN  SHARE ASSIGN  SHARE ASSIGN  SH

https:// www.playposit.com/

ASSIGN  SHARE




ALTERNATIVES TO STORYLINE: Blendspace
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ALTERNATIVES TO AUDIOR

¢ Vocaroo
http://vocaroo.com/

¢ SoundCloud
https://soundcloud.com/

¢ AudioPal

http://www.audiopal.com




FUTURE PLANS FOR eTOWER

¢ Continue to build out learning modules

¢ Connect pre- and post-assessments with customized feedback
¢ Scaffolded help with tracking

¢ Create user accounts to track progress
¢ Incorporate digital badging into modules
¢ Collect data for research and application use




For future plans, whenever possible, we
plan to introduce high frequency
vocabulary and linguistic functions in
sequence within our themes. We also
plan to take advantage of and build upon
the existing NFLC materials (such as
Read Chinese) for additional leverage.
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Dr. Dali Tan
dtan@nvcc.edu

Dr. Shaoyu Chi
schi@nvcc.edu

Angela Gunder
agunder@nvcc.edu

- THANKS!

Questions?

» Comments?

Susan Picard \
spicard@nvcc.edu




CREDITS

Special thanks to all the people who made and released these awesome
resources for free:
¢  Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

¢  Photographs by Unsplash



http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
http://unsplash.com/

