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Anchorage, Alaska

Population: 300,950

Alaska’s population:
737,259

Wyoming's population:
583,223
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Educating students for success in life

The Anchorage School District...

educates encompasses
more than almost ranked

48,500 2,000 97th

students square miles in size among

(larger than Rhode Island) | U.S. school districts’
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has
more than

130

schools
and programs




Anchorage’s
Students

Race and ethnicity

Minority students comprise more than 50 percent of the
student population (48,213 students).

MNative Hawalilan/Pacific
Islander
5%

African American
6%

Asian American
11%

iracial/Multiracial
14%




nchorage’s
anguages

Non-English languages spoken

Most ASD families — 80 percent — speak English at home.
The remaining 20 percent speak 99 languages. As of October
2014, there were 5,745 students eligible for English Language
Learner services. The most frequent languages spoken by
those students were:

S spanish 2.127)
S Hmon (1.576)
I o (1,409
A Filino (1.36)

Yup'ik (372)

ASD English Language Learners Program, December 2015




ASD’s History with Immersion

1989 - Japanese at Sand Lake (K-12 at Mears, Dimond, 556 students)

1991 - Spanish at Chugiak (K-12 at Mirror Lake, Chugiak HS, 469 students)
1993 - Spanish at Government Hill (K-12 at Romig, West, 526 students)
2004 - Russian at Turnagain (K-12 at Romig, West, 345 students)

2007 - German at Rilke Schule K-8 Charter School, (447 students)

(new German immersion strand at Service HS fall 2016)
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\SD’s History with Immersioz

2016 - Chinese at Scenic Park (K) - 42 students in 2016-2017

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
CHINESE IMMERSION
PROGRAM




ASD's History with CHINESE

Started planning in 2006 - former Executive Director of Elementary Education and

former World Language Director mapped out an implementation plan for Chinese,
- responding to a group of parents who had adopted children from China

Developed a 4-year Implementation Plan

an with FLES program in 2007-08, funded through ASD’s general fund

chools applied to “house” the future immersion program; one schc
Scenic Park Elementary
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March 4, 2006

Carol Comeau
Superintendent of Schools
Anchorage School District
4600 DeBarr Road
Anchorage, AK 99504

Dear Superintendent Comeau,

As President of the Alaska Chinese Association | am writin
strong support for a Mandarin Chinese Immersion Program
Anchorage School District. Several years ago when the fil
implementing a Chinese Immersion Program began in the (
Chinese Association Board Members turmned out in support
The Association was disappointed that the program did not

We want to encourage you to move forward now with a prc
speakers of Chinese and the high number of young childre
who have been adopted from China. Many attend our Frid
School, but that is not enough language instruction for ther
language.

We look forward to learning more about immersion prograr
finding ways of working with you to build a Mandarin Chine
Program in the Anchorage School District.

Sincerely, .
P AV ~

Samson Ning
President

Community Letters of Support

ALASKA CHINESE ASSOCIATION
hinese Assaciation P.O. BOX 91047, Anchorage, AK 99509-1047
e

www.alaskachinese.org Tax ID: 92-0135007

January 29, 2(
Carol Comeau, Superintendent
Anchorage Schoal District
4600 DeBarr Road
Anchorage, AK 99508

Mrs, Comeau,

In 1976 I learned a valuable lesson from a very wise Anchorage School District fourth grade teache
T wanted with all my heart to earn a perfect report card. I tried so very hard to achieve that geal,
but at conference time it was revealed that indeed, my report card was one grade short of perfect.
As a fourth grader, I was disappointed. As a fifth, sixth, seventh grade and even college student ar
adult, I learned that being perfect needn't be my goal. Doing my best is the perfection T ought to
strive toward.

As a parent, as an educator, as a member of this community my goal is to de what I think is best ang
guide others to do the same. Inmy parenting role, my goal is to do what is best for my three-year-
daughter. As I look to the future, I realize that in just a couple of years, T will be preparing to sen
her to kindergarten. I'd very much like to send her to a Mandarin Immersion Program in the
Anchorage School District.

Inan ABC News report filed by Nancy Weiner on November 21, 2005, she states, "Economists predi
that by the time these five year olds enter the job market, China will be the world's second-largest
economy.” She is speaking of students in the Brookline, Massachusetts, Driscoll School District. By
imagine if she was referring to kindergarteners in the Ancherage School District. Imagine ASD
graduates gaining employment not only because they could communicate fluently with nearly one-thir
of the world's population (English and Mandarin speaking people), but because they also

cultural understanding and sensitivity fo these same people. Imagine being able to tell the state
‘tourism people that there is no need to hire Mandarin language interpreters from outside because
we've raised them right here at ASD.

Carol Schraft, principal of the Michael Driscall School, said the goal is ta "educate children for the
world as it's going o be — not of the world we're living in now.” Let's follow her advice and impleme
a Mandarin Immersion Program in the Anchorage School District. Not only will we be doing what is
best for our children, but also for our community and our country.

Sincerely,

Nancy (Vandergaw) Muhlbauer
10201 Sextant Circle

Anchorage, AK 99515
(907)770-3573

cc: Patricia McRae, ive Director of y
Janice Gullickson, K-12 Werld Languages Coordinator

Garol Comeau, Superintendent
Anchorage School District
4600 DeBarr Road
Anchorage, AK 99508

January 17, 2005
Dear Mrs. Comeau,

| am writing in regards to the Mandarin Immersion Program. | am an el teacher with
21 years of teaching experience, 11 of lhnseo‘yeals being right here in the A rage
School District. | have taught at a Title | school for those 11 years. | truly enjoy teaching in a
school where diversity is celebrated. | am also a parent of a China bom adopted daughter.

I think that a Mandarin Immersion Program would benefit the entire district. The population is

growing and | see the benefits of having choice in educating our students. Also having a

chance to acquire a second language outside the normal day is not easy for any families and

sLalgjles have shown that learning a language early in life is easy and more retainable than in
ryears.

“of promoting foreign lal es education in the K-12 environment, the Call to Action notes
the “experience in some school districts in the United States reinforces the experience
of many other countries: second 1anguafe instruction needs to begin well before high school
and continue throughout the educational pipeline.” Clearly, many r nize that foreign
language education, particularly in primary education should be a m

| believe many families would be in and take of the il

opportunity for their child to learn a Chinese language during their school day along with the
other daily requirements of of school district. Please consider this as an awesome addition
to our already wonderful diverse population and another “choice” for school for our families.

Ann Marie Dahl
7550 Solarset Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507
907-522-6809

adahl@arctic.net
CC: Patricia McRae, Janice Gullickson



4-Year Implementation Plan

ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT
World Languages Elementary School Program:
MANDARIN CHINESE

YEAR ONE (2006-2007)
Planning for a Mandarin Chinese Elementary School Program

WHAT?

ASD process for new-to-district pilot program

« Historical background: concept approval in 19----

* Request for 1.0 FTE for Mandarin Chinese teacher

« Process to identify attendance area/elementary school
+ Identify program model and goals

+ Approval of 1.0 FTE, model and school

+ Addition of Mandarin Chinese to ASD 6 YR Plan

Gathering of the resources

+ Access info from Mandarin Immersion Parent Group

* Recruit (local, state, national) for elementary teacher
+ Interviews and selection of Mandarin Chinese teacher
+ Analyze demographics

* Research other programs

« Identify curriculum and materials

+ Training for L2 pedagogy
+ Curriculum/materials/unit/lesson plans

Pre-start-up: "getting school ready”
* Working with staff
+ Solicit parent input

WHO?

Carol

Carol

Carol and Patricia
ASD administration
School Board

Enid

ASD Administration
Human Resources/Janice
Principal/Patricia/Janice

Janice

Janice

Janice/Laurel
Teacher/Janice/Laurel

Principal/Patricia/Janice/Laurel
Principal/Patricia/Janice




4-Year Implementation Plar

+ Establish links with local Chinese community Principal/parents
+ Publicity for program start-up ASD Public Relations

YEAR TWO (2007-2008)
Implementation of Mandarin Chinese Elementary School Program

Classroom instruction

+ Mandarin Chinese lessons to K-5 students Teacher

+ Materials development and curriculum articulation Teacher /Laurel/Janice
+ Observation of other ASD immersion/FLES programs Teacher/Laurel

* Training for instruction and assessment Laurel/Janice

+ Assessment of pilot program Assessment and Evaluation
+ Assessment of students’ L2 language proficiency Teacher, Laurel

A ing readi for Mandarin Chinese program expansion Carol/school board
Planning for program expansion

+ Identify feeder middle and high schools ASD Administration

» Identify university partnerships Janice

+ Formalize parent steering committee Principal/Patricia/ Janice
+ Identify and apply for external funding, e.9. FLAP grant Bev/Janice

YEAR THREE (2008-2009)
Expansion of Mandarin Chinese Elementary School Program

Planning for Mandarin Chinese partial immersion program

* Recruit for additional Chinese teacher Human Resources/Janice
+ Selection and hire of Chinese teacher Principal/Patricia/Janice
« Publicity

* Lottery Patricia/principal

+ Chinese language curriculum and materials development Teachers/Laurel/Janice

+ Translation of ASD content area curriculum

* Training for immersion instruction Teachers/Laurel/Janice

+ Outreach with global Chinese community, e.g. Sister City, exchanges Teachers/principal/Janice
YEAR FOUR (2009-2010)

Implementation of Mandarin Chinese Partial Immersion Program
+Classroom instruction Kindergarten and first grade Teachers



e “plan” was built into the district’s 6-Year Plan; began offering Chinese class
ooring middle and high school; Original plan was to implement Chinese
sion, starting with kindergarten, during the 2009-2010 school year

oved on, Scenic Park’s Chinese FLES program became "status quc

1 changed; school board changed; 2 superintendents c

ouldn’t necessarily
r children had
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Grades and Enrollment

e Ppo— P

T —
x s - S o
= i e e : Q\'JF;'“WU_
; M - T

012 - 30 students, grades 1-5 g \
— 60 students, grades K-5 P

-
#‘J}'

i —

30 students, grades 1-8
orades 1-8




Summer Camp Goals & Objective

vide high quality professional development for START.

e opportunity for Anchorage students to
inese culture




Other STARTALK Grant Goals &
Objectives
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create opportunities for students to continue their Chi
dy throughout the school year

enough students in elementary school so
high school programs continue to b




SUMMER CAMP: Staff Structure

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT CLERICAL SUPPORT

TEACHER ' TEACHER
TA TA
R COUNSELOR | JR COUNSELOR
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TEACHER TEACHER
TA TA
IR COUNSELOR JR COUNSELOR

Schmitz/Wang - STARTALK 2016




SUMMER CAMPS
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Staff Structure- "ﬂl r
Teachers, TA's, Jr. y. e
Counselors,
Support Staff,
ommunity
lunteers
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SUMMER CAMP

Scenic Parik
Professional

Chinese Language and Calture Camp

Development

Training Schedule:

Wednesday, May 30th:
*  0§:00-12:00- Teachers and TA's train with Lisa Botero and Laurel Derksen on using
cooperative learning in the classroom
9:00-12:00- Jr Counselors work with Pollyanna on creating a team, recess
activities, etc.
Ir Counselors off for the rest of the day
12:00-1:00 Lunch on your own
1:00-4:00- All Teachers and TA's in training with Pollyanna

Thursday, May 31st:
9:00-12:00- All Teachers and TA's in training with Pollyanna
12:00-1:00- Lunch on your own
1:00-2:00 Smartboard Activities training for teachers only with Pollyanna
1:00-2:00- Teacher support and camp routines for TA's with Jennifer
. 2:00-4:00 Pollyanna spends 30 minutes with each teacher to discuss lesson plans
Promoting Student Success ¥ ith and provide ideas/support (teachers will sign up for this)
DIFFE N1 ‘I_,-'-\TED 2:00-4:00 TA's begin prep work and those working with a teacher directly all day
will meet as a team with Pollyanna

Instruction & Projects

e

Scenic Park Elementary Fridav, June 1st:
s School Disiny * 9:00-10:00 ALL STAFF meeting
dnchoogei A8 * 10:00-4:00 Camp Prep— Lunch will be provided




Professional
Development
for Summer
Camp Staft




learning about
bears in French?

chmitz/Wang - STARTALK 2016




SUMMER CAMP




SUMMER CAMP

Themes: 2 summers- Travel and the Silk Road
o 4 o [

Travel Schedule

'Monday Tuesday
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SUMMER CAMP

'hemes: Alaskan Ocean Animals (sea star, octopus, crab, orc
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SUMMER CAMP

Themes: W}}_al% of the North (beluga ing humpback)
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SUMMER CAMP

Culture Sessions (large group, painting, games, music, cooking, technology)

o SO R ERN




SUMMER CAMP

Culture Sessions (large group, painting, games, music, cooking, technology)
L o —eo 4 o

itz/ Wang - STARTALK 2016




SUMMER CAMP

Behavior/incentives---Going to the market!!




SUMMER CAMP

Sharing/Celebrating
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Chinese New Year
Celebrations
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New in 2016! Chinese BOOT
CAMP...getting ready for immersion

4 half-days one week before the start of school for incoming
immersion Kindergarten students

Goal was to introduce students to school and the use of Chinese at the
same time

Activities included social and academic.

Chinese teacher, music teacher, and English
partner teacher led each session

Locke/Schmitz/Wang - STARTALK 2016



Community Partnerships
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The Alaska Chinese Association
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Anchorage School District at @ Scenic Park Elementary
School.
August 10+ @

B wmowadsme Alaska / Northwest

Scenic Park readies
immersion program
with kids learning
their ABCs

Thanks to a grant, incoming Chinese Immersion students are getting a jump-
Anchorage start to the year with a kindergarten boot camp this week!
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Revisiting & Revising Our
Implementation Plan

logo, begin publicity, get the word out
N 5)

e teacher

1er/program model to
1lum development




Educating Parents and the Communit

English Japanese, Russian, Spanish
Kindergarten
All content areas integrated
Reading and Reading and Language Arts
Grades 1-6 Language Arts
Mathematics Social Studies, Science

LANGUAGES AND LEARNERS

MAKING THE MATCH
World Lunguage Instruction in K-8 Classrooms and Beyond

ﬁdem&wfud«'&z.m‘ Asse Dakilbery




ommitment to a 13-year Program

'w can my child attend?
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K-12 Russian
Partial Immersion Program

Turnagain Elementary, Grades K6
Romig Middle School, Grades 3-8
West High School, Grades 5.1

Russian.

~%-

Questions frequently asked Benefits of learning Russian

The Russian partial immersion program began
at Turnagain Elementary in 2004 and is the
newest immersion program in the ASD — and one
of the first Russian immersion programs in the
nation. The program continues through Romig
Middie School and West High School. The first
group to graduate from this K-12 program will
be the senior class of 2016. The program has a
current K-10 enroliment over appraximately 350
students.

Since the inception of French language immer-
sion programs in Canada close to 50 years ago,
countless research has been conducted showing
the success and benefits of immersion education,
Immersion differs from traditional instructional
approaches in which second languages are
taugfrt as separate subjects, in isolation from
core content. Immersion refers to learning core
content through a second language. As a result,
students not only master subject area content,
but also become bilingual when doing so. The Tur-
nagain program is a Partial Immersion program,
where students are immersed in Russian for half
of the school day at the elementary level, and for
one o two class periods at the secondary level.

« Developing a high level of proficiency in the
target language

# Developing positive attitudes toward those who
speak the target language and their culture(s)

» Developing English language skills commensu-
rate with expectations for students’ ages and
abifities

# Qaining skills and knawledge in the content
areas of the curriculum in keeping with stated
objectives in these areas

— Center for Applied Linguistics

To ensure student success, parental support is a
kery element. Because this is a K-12 program and
invalves the unique chailenges of learning in two
languages, it is critical that parents understand
the program, support its goals, and make a long-
term commitment to its philosophy.

Students in the Turnagain Russian lmmersion
Program leam the same ASD adopted curriculum
as students in the English-only programs.

At the elementary level students have two
teachers: one for each language. They work as a
team to integrate the required subjects: math,
science, social studies, and English language
arts. In addition, students also leam Russian
(reading, writing, speaking, and fistening). For
example, the Russian teacher may teach science,
social studies, and Russian language arts while
the English partner teacher teaches English
language arts and math. Subjects taught in one
language are not repeated in the other language;
however, teachers are able to complement what
each other is teaching, showing connections and
providing clarification when necessary.

Pt the middle school level (grades 7-8), students
attend two classes daily: a Russian language
arts class and social studies. The curriculum

is integrated and students |earn social studies
themes while reading authentic Russian texts
and refine their writing and grammar skills. The
content of the social studies classes mirrors
that of traditional, non-immersion social studies
cantent, At the high school leve! students attend
one class per day.

Students who complete the immersion program
in their senior year eam the ASD “Language
Immersion Completion Cord™ to wear at the
West High School graduation ceremony. Our first
graduating group will be West's Class of 2016.

Russian ranks among the world's 10 most widely
spoken languages. Russian ts nat only the primary
tongue of Russia itself, but also numerous former
Soviel republics. Learning Russian opens the door
o understanding and communicating with citizens
of other nations and cultures.

Russian is considered & “critical need foreign
language™ by the National Security Language
Initiative,  plan set in place by the U.S
government to expand language education in K-16
educational institutions,

Course descriptio

Russian Immersion Language 7

Students will increase and refine their communication
skills in Russian through conversation, vocabulary
building, grammar, composition, and apprpriate
Russian literature and related authentic texts.

Tth Grads World Geography

Students will leam the same contant as the ASD
seventh grade social stud , which includes
Maska and world, physical and political geography,
and people and their relationship to their environment.
Russian Immersion Language &

Students will increase and refine their communication
skills in Russian through conversation, wocabulary
building, grammar, composition, and appmpriate
Russian literature and related authentic texs.

Bth Brade U.S. History

Students will lzam the same content as the ASD
eighth grade social studies program, which includes
histariagraphy and American history themes.

8th Grade: Sovremenaya Molodyof | kul'tura
(Cantemparary Youth and Culture)

The focus is to advance students’ language skills and
content knowledge through themes of interest to young
peaple. Through in-depth thematic study,

compare and contrast various aspects of the Russ
speaking world with their own, and in tu na
better understanding of themselves and

in which they live. Themes include family lif

gth Grade 10th Grade

* Russian is & world business langusge that few
Americans speak. In the world, Russian is spokes
by over 275 million people a5 2 native or sacond
language. Russian will continee to be 2 valuable
language skill in the eves-expanding global
marketplace

= Legming the Russian language gives insight intg
Russian and other Eastem European coltures.

= Russian is one of the six official languages of the
lUnited Nations.

and society.

10th Brade- ¥zgia'd na Rossiu cherez iiteraturu | SMI
(Perspectives on Russia

using authentic
advertising
magazines, newspapers, and film
11th Grade: AP Russian Language
The goal of this course is to p
take the annual AP Russian Language Exam. Designed
i with an opportunity to des

writing and speal

will be challenged wi

and planned oral prese:

of texts and listening

oral texts.

12th Grade: Rossia | Alyska: Istoricheskiye svyazi
{Russia and Alzsks- Historic

with AP and B ¢

nth Grade
Perspectives on Russia twough
il




“Not only does speaking more than one language have obvious
impact on a person’s ability to communicate with others, it also
impacts his or her cognition in a positive way. Studies also
suggest that bilingual people are more creative and have strong
visual-spatial skills. They become divergent thinkers who are
better able to solve problems than their monolingual
peers. These are vital skills in our rapidly changing world with
both technological opportunities and challenges.”
-

" Tam Agosti-Gisler
President, Anchorage School Board




ASD’s Language Immersion
Completion Cord

http://www.asdk12.org/worldlanguages/
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ASD’s Language Immers

Completion Cord




ASD'’s Seal of Biliteracy

e is not a college requirement, it is an enviable life skill.” -- Linda




ottery
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World Language Immersia

Key dates for spring 2016 lottery:

TARTALK January 1, 2016 — Lottery systcm

offer a for 2016—
1 March 24, 2016, 5 p.m
NC1PD
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IMMERSION!!

T L

FALL 2016

e made it!!

ooooooooooooooooooooo
CHINESE IMMERSION
PROGRAM

e fun begins!



“Whereas many districts around the country have failed to prioritize
world language education in recent years, especially beginning at the
kindergarten level, the Anchorage School District has chosen to do
otherwise. Understanding research that has shown bilingualism and
multilingualism can have far-reaching positive effects on people’s personal
and professional lives, our district has embraced language immersion
programs for many years, including Japanese, Spanish, and Russian, as
well as a German immersion charter school. Our most recent addition to
language immersion choices in our district is the Chinese Immersion
program at Scenic Park Elementary School.”

Tam Agosti-Gisler
President, Anchorage School Board
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arent Group - in progess

o4 o

MIR Parents (Mission is

Russian)
http://mirparents.org




ngoing PD for Immersion Principals
nd Teachers
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Site-Based Specialist (SBS)
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